NAPOLEON:  THE  LAST PHASE
ments. How this has come about whether from the fertile invention of Las Cases, or by the connivance and inspiration of Napoleon, it is not possible definitely to pronounce. At any rate, four such fabricated letters are printed at length in Las Cases's book, and he must be held responsible for a fifth, which is nowhere printed, and which probably had but a transient existence.
The fabrication of the first of these has been clearly and categorically set forth by Count Murat in his excellent book, Murat, Lieutenant de  I'Empereur en Espagne.   The charge is there established that Las Cases, in order to lay the blame of his hero's Spanish policy on Murat, inserted in his book a fabricated letter of the date of March 29,1808.    By whom the letter was composed does not appear.   But that it is a fabrication is certain, and the responsibility for its production rests on Las Cases.   Count Murat accumulates damning proofs.   He points out the irresolution of the despatch, and the orders that the French armies should perpetually retreat before the Spaniards, as wholly alien to the Napoleonic character.   He points out the incessant inconsistencies with passages of authentic despatches written at the same time.    On the 27th of March Napoleon had written to Murat to bid him make an imposing display of force in Madrid   In the spurious despatch, dated the 29th, he disapproves of his being in Madrid at all.   It is known, moreover, that the news of Mu-rat's occupation of Madrid did not reach the Emperor till the 30th.   The despatch is not in the form with which Napoleon addressed Murat.   The drafts, or minutes, of practically all Napoleon's  despatches are in existence.   There is no minute of this.   Na-
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